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INTRODUCTION

In 1931, Optimist International published, in its fourth edition, an official song 
book for its clubs, thanks not only to the work of Edgar Walsh in St. Louis and 
Roy L. Nicholson in Milwaukee, but also to the welcoming culture of the Optimist 
clubs. They were often already singing at every meeting some tune that would re-
lieve their hearts of the week’s pain and malaise. The collection included not only 
several songs parodied with Optimist words, but several popular songs for singing 
together. That collection had 217 texts, almost all of which merely refer to tunes not 
notated in the book, since the clubs universally already knew tunes from twenty or 
so years prior, such as “Dear Old Pal of Mine” or “Always.” Now that those tunes 
have entered the public domain, this edition can include the notation so that to-
day’s Optimists can more readily rekindle the social power of singing.

What tunes exist today that can be given Optimist lyrics? Very few, it would 
seem. In 1906, John Philip Sousa warned that recording technology would one day 
completely replace the public’s love of singing with a passive enjoyment of recorded 
sound. He wrote, 

Under such conditions, the tide of amateurism cannot but recede, until 
there will be left only the mechanical device and the professional executant. 
Singing will no longer be a fine accomplishment; vocal exercises, so im-
portant a factor in the curriculum of physical culture, will be out of vogue! 
Then what of the national throat? Will it not weaken? What of the national 
chest? Will it not shrink? When a mother can turn on the phonograph with 
the same ease that she applies to the electric light, will she croon her baby to 
slumber with sweet lullabys, or will the infant be put to sleep by machinery? 

Here we stand more than a century later, noticing that Sousa was not far off. 
When one asks a neighbor, “What’s your favorite song to sing,” no doubt the an-
swer is a confused, “I don’t really sing.” It would seem the popular culture, in a 
long trend of increased isolation, has made music an especially personal endeavor, 
rather than social. In my time in the Athens Optimist Club, however, I have found 
a pocket of modern people who enjoy communal singing. No doubt such pockets 
exist elsewhere. 

This collection primarily contains songs about the Optimist club, optimism in 
general, smiling, and the joys of getting together. It also includes patriotic tunes 
that may be useful as well.



Several of these texts from 1931 have been updated not only to reflect the now 
wider demographic of Optimists, but also Athens’s own needs. Nevertheless, other 
Optimist Clubs, with some modifications, can likewise keep these songs relevant to 
them if they wish to use them.

The Optimist Club is a real lighthouse of sociability across people of all walks of 
life, all in the name of optimism itself. It is often said that optimism is seeing the 
glass half full, rather than half empty. Optimism, because it deals with the water 
that is actually in the glass, is realism, while pessimism is merely fighting phan-
toms. May this volume assist in our goal of bringing our community to better un-
derstand reality.

Andrew Owen, 
Athens, Tennessee.

July, 2025.
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Hail to Optimism
From Songs for the Optimist Club (1931)

Harm. by Andrew Owen

For the Optimist Club of Athens, Tennessee
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Song of the Optimists
Optimist Roy L. Nicholson

From Songs for the Optimist Club (1931)
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Ivor NovelloOptimist Roy L. Nicholson

Tune: “Keep the Homefires Burning”
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Gitz Rice

(1918)
Optimist Roy L. Nicholson

Tune: “Dear Old Pal of Mine”

*or “noon” or “eve”
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Richard A. WhitingL.P.H. Tune: “Till We Meet Again” (1918)
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Rocky Toptimists

Felice and Boudleaux Bryant
Optimist lyrics by
Andrew Owen

Tune: Rocky Top (1967)

For the Optimist Club of Athens, Tennessee

Wish that I was with some Optimists down in the Tennessee hills.
Ain’t no grouchy folks in Optimists; gladness up to the gills.
Once I had a friend in Optimists, he always made us smile,
Friend of young folks, like all Optimists, he made it all worthwhile.

Refrain
Optimists, you’ll always be friends for life to me!
Good old Optimists, in Athens, Tennessee, in Athens Tennessee.

Once two strangers joined the Optimists looking for peace of mind.
Now they’re talking health and happiness to everybody they find.
There is something in each Optimist and the same in each friend;
They see sunny sides, not rottenness, and see things to the end.

Refrain

(Second half of the verse only)
Worry, anger, fear, and trouble now ain’t gonna stand a chance.
Large and noble, strong and happy now, in every circumstance.

Refrain

Refrain
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The Pessimist Wail
Zo Elliott

(1915)
Optimist G. Ross Goodner Tune: “There’s a Long, Long Trail”
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The Song of the Optimists

USA campmeeting tune

Tune: The Battle Hymn of the Republic (1861)

Optimist Bill Faulhaber
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It Isn’t Any Trouble
Tune: The Battle Hymn of the Republic (1861)

It isn’t any trouble just to S-M-I-L-E,
It isn’t any trouble just to S-M-I-L-E,
There isn’t any trouble but will vanish like a bubble
If you only take the trouble just to S-M-I-L-E.

Refrain
Glory-ory-ory, Halle-luly-uly, ay,
Glory-ory-ory, Halle-luly-uly, ay,
There isn’t any trouble but will vanish like a bubble
If you only take the trouble just to S-M-I-L-E.

(Use “G-R-I-N grin,” “G-I-ggigle-E,” 
“Tee-hee-hee-hee-hee,” “L-A-U-G-H,” 
“Haw-haw-haw-haw-haw.”)
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Our Emblem
G.A. NortonRoy L. Nicholson Tune: “Round Her Neck She Wears a Yeller Ribbon” (1917)
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No Wonder We Become So Pally
Milton Ager

(1924)
Optimist Roy L. Nicholson

Tune: “I Wonder What’s Become of Sally”
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O Optimist

Harry Armstrong

Tune: Sweet Adeline (1903)

(For TTBB Quartet)
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We Optimists, (We Optimists,)
We Optimists, (We Optimists,)
Of many trades, (Of many trades,)
Our Club consists, (Our Club consists)
But in our ranks, (But in our ranks,)
No gloom exists, (No gloom exists,)
We are striving for the best—
We Optimists.
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A Smile Is Quite a Funny Thing
From Songs for the Optimist Club (1931)

Ed. by Andrew Owen
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Optimist Service Song
Irving Berlin

(1925)
Tune: Always
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Smile as True Optimists
Oscar Straus

(1908)
Tune: My Hero
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Till We Meet Again, I’ll Say Adieu
Richard A. Whiting

Tune: “Till We Meet Again”
Wylbert Brown
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Where True Friendship Grows
George Botsford

(1921)
Tune: Iowa Corn SongRoy L. Nicholson
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With the Optimists
Walter Donaldson

(1922)
Tune: Carolina in the MorningRoy L. Nicholson
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..œœ œ ..œœ œ ..œœb œ ..œœ œ
œœ Œ ##

- - - - - -

&

&
?

 œ œ# œ
Op ti

n œœ œœ## œœŒ
œœ

œœ
œ œ œ

wn
mists;

...œœœnn œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ

..œœ
œ .œ œ œ œ

.œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
it’s to know each oth er as a

..œœ œ ..œœ œ ..œœ# œ ..œœ œ
œœœ Œ œœ

Œ

.œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
sis ter or a broth er with the

..œœn œ ..œœ œ ..œœ œ ..œœ œ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

 œ œ# œ
Op ti

 œ œ# œœœb œœ Œ œœ
œœ## Œ œœ Œ

- - - - - - -

&

&
?

wn
mists;

wnœœ œ œn œ
œœ œ œ œn

.œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
If I had A lad din’s lamp for

..œœ œ ..œœ œ ..œœ œ ..œœ œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ 
on ly a day,

œœ œœœ œœœb œœœ 
œœ œœ œœ œœ

 œ œ# œ œ
I’d make a wish and

 œœ œœ# œœ œœn

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ 
here’s what I’d say:

œœ# œœ œœ œœn 
œœœ
# œœ

œœœ œ# œn

- - -

&

&
?

..

..

...œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œb
Let my best en deav or be to

..œœ œœ ..œœ œœ ..œœ œ ..œœ œb
œœ œœ œœ œœ

.œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
live and work for ev er like an

..œœ œœ ..œœ œœ ..œœ œ ...œœœ œ
œœ œœ œœ œœ

 œ œ# œ
Op ti

# œœœn œœ##
œœœ

œœ
œœœ œœ

œœ

1.œn Œ 
mist.

nn 
œœ œœ
> œœ
> œœ>

2.n 
mist.

nn
œœœœ
^
Œ

œœ œœ œœœ
^ Œ

- - - - - -
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œ Œ Œ œ
Yes! We’ve

œœœ>
Œ Œ œœ

œœ
> Œ Œ œ

œ  œ
no pes si

œœ  œœ
œ  œ

œ .
mi sm,

œœ ...
œ Œ Œ œ>

œ Œ Œ œ#
we’ve

œœœ Œ Œ œ#

œ> œ>


œ  œ
no pes si

œœœ# >
œœ

œœ >
œœ

- - - - -

&

&
?

œ œ Œ œ
mi sm to

œœn œœ> Œ œœ
œœ œœ>

Œ œœ

w
day.

ww

œ œ> œ> œ>

œ Œ Œ œ
We’ve

œœ Œ Œ œ

œ> Œ
œ>

Œ

œ œ Œ œ
hope and

œœ œœœ> Œ œœœ
œœ œœ>

Œ œœ

œb œ Œ œ
cour age, con

œœb œœœ> Œ œœœ
œœ œœ>

Œ œœ

- - - -

&

&
?

œ œ Œ œ
tent ment, and

œœ œœœ>
Œ œœœ

œœ œœ>
Œ œœ

œ œ Œ œ
joy, and

œœ œœœ>
Œ œœœ

œœ œœ>
Œ œœ

œ# œ Œ œ
all kinds of

œœ## œœ>
Œ œœ

œœ œœ> Œ œœ#

œ œ œ œ
hap pi ness and

# 
 #

w
say

wŒ # œœœ
Œ  œœ

- - -

Yes! We Have No Pessimism
Frank Silver

(1923)
Tune: Yes! We Have No BananasEdgar Walsh
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&
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Jœ ‰ œ œ œ#
we have an

jœ ‰ œ œ œ#
J
œœœn
jœœ ‰ œ œ œ#

w
old

wŒ œ œ œb
 œœ Œ

œ  œ
fash ioned phi

œœ  œœœ
œœ  œœ

œ  œ
lo so phy

œœ  œ œœ
œœ Œ >

w

wŒ œœ Œ œœ
> b>

- - - -

&

&
?

w
that

wŒ œœœ Œ œœœ
 

. œ
drives a

... œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

œ  œ
way all fears,

œœœ  œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

 
but

 Œ œœ 
œ Œ 

œ Œ Œ œ
yes! we’ve

œœœ Œ Œ œœ
œœ Œ Œ œ

-

&

&
?

œ  œ
no pes si

œœ  œœ
œ  œ

œ .
mi sm,

œœ .œ œ# œn
œ œ œ œb

œ Œ Œ œ#
but

. œ#.#
 œ

Œ

œ  œ
we’ve op ti

œœœ#n >
œœ

œœ >
œœ

- - - - -

&

&
?

..

..

..œ œ Œ œ
mi sm to

œœn œœ> Œ œœ
œœ œœ>

Œ œœ

1.w
day.

œœ œ> œ> œ>

œœ
œ> œ> œ>

∑

œ> œ#> œ> œ>

> >

2.w
day.

wŒ œœ œœ## œœnn
Œ œb œ œbw

œ Œ 

œœœ Œ J
œœœœ
^
‰ Œ

œ Œ jœœ
^ ‰ Œœ
Z

- -
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. œ#
When it’s

.. œœ##Œ  œ#
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

Moderato

œ œ jœ# .œ
time for meet ing,

œœœn œœœ
jœœœ### ...œœœ

œœ Œ œœ
Œ

. œ#
and the

.. œœ#Œ  œ#
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

œn œ jœ# .œ
friend ly greet ing,

œœœn œœœ
jœœœ## ...œœœ

œœ Œ œœ
Œ

- - -

&

&
?

##

##

##

n 
start it

n Œ œœn Œ œœ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

 
with a

 Œ œ Œ œœ#
 nn

wn
smile,

wnŒ œœ œœ œœ œœœ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

w

w‰ œœ œœ œœ œœœ œœœ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

. œ#
what’s the

.. œœ#Œ  œ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

&

&
?

##

##

##

œ œ jœ# .œ
use of sigh ing,

œœœn œœœ
jœœœ# ...œœœ

œœ Œ œœ
Œ

. œ
send all

. œŒ  œœn
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

œ œ jœ .œ
gloom a fly ing,

œœ œœœ
jœœœ ...œœœ

œœ Œ œœ
Œ

 
start it

 Œ œœ Œ œœ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

# 
with a

# Œ œœ Œ œœ
## 

- - -

Start It with a Smile
Charles Koehler

(1921)
Tune: Leave Me with a Smile
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##

##

##

w
smile.

wŒ œœ œœ œœ œœœ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

w

w‰ œœ œœ œœ œœœ œœœ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

. œ#
And while

.. œœ##Œ  œ#
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

œ œ jœ# .œ
we’re to geth er,

œœœn œœœ
jœœœ### ...œœœ

œœ Œ œœ
Œ

. œ#
al ways

.. œœ#Œ  œ#
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

- - -
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&
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##

##

##

œn œ jœ# .œ
fair the wea ther,

œœœn œœœ
jœœœ## ...œœœ

œœ Œ œœ
Œ

n 
sun shine

n Œ œœn Œ œœ
œœ Œ œœ Œ

 
all the

 Œ œœn Œ œœ
œœ Œ œœ Œ

w
while,

wŒ œœ œœ œœ œœ
œœ Œ œœ Œ

w

w‰ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
œœ Œ œœ Œ

- -

&

&
?

##

##

##

. œ
ev ery

.. œœ#Œ  œ
œœ Œ œœ Œ

œ œ Jœ .œ
song we sing just

œœœ œœœ
jœœœ#

...œœœ
œœ Œ œœ Œ

.n œ#
make the

..n œœ##Œ  œ#
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

œ œ œ# œ
raft ers ring, and

œœœn œœœ œœœ### œœœ
œœ Œ œœ

Œ

 
start it

 Œ œœ# Œ œœ
œœ

Œ œ Œ

- -
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##
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..

..

.. 
with a

 Œ œœn Œ œœ
œœ Œ œœ Œ

1.w
smile!

œ .œ œ œ œœœ œ #
œœœ Œ nn

œ Œ 

œœœn œœœ>
œœœ>

œœœbb>
œœ œœ>

œœ>
œœ>

2.w
smile!

œœœ ..œœ œ# œœœ# œœœn
œœœ

œn œ œ

œ Œ 


œœœœ
>

Œ

œ œ œœœ>
Œ
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44

44

44

Œ

.œ œ
Œ

Tempo di marcia

∑

.œ œ .œ œ œ .œ œ

œ œœœ œ œœœ

∑

œ .œ .œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œ œœœ

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œ œœœ

 Œ .œ œ
In this

. Œ
œœ œ œ Œ

&

&
?

bb

bb

bb

œ .œ .œ œ œ .œ œ
world we of ten find folks of

Œ œœœ œœœ œœœ
ww

œ .œ .œ œ œ .œ œ
pes si mis tic mind, build ing

Œ œœœ
Œ œœœ

 

.œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
up a gloom y view point that’s a

Œ œœœ
Œ œœœn

 

- - - - - - -
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bb

bb

. .œ œ
pest; so for

Œ œœœ œœœ œœœ

ww

.œ œ .œ œ œ .œ œ
us as Op ti mists,there’s a

Œ œœœ œœœ œœœ
ww

.œ œ .œ œ œ .œ œ
du ty that per sists: It’s to

Œ œœœ
Œ œœœ

 

.œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
teach true Op ti mi sm to the

Œ œœœ
Œ œœœ

 

. Œ
rest.

Œ œœœ œœœ œœœ
ww

- - - - - - -

Smile! Smile! Smile!
George Root

(1864)
Tune: Tramp! Tramp! Tramp!Roy L. Nicholson
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.. œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
Smile! Smile! Smile! and spread your

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ

 
sun shine;

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ .œ œ .œ œ
do your bit, how ev er

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ

- - -
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bb
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. .œ œ
small. Live in

... Œ

œ œ œ œ .œ œ

.œ œ .œ œ œ .œ œ
thought and word and deed, Op ti

Œ œœœ œœœ œœœ
w

.œ œ .œ œ œ .œ œ
mi sm and its Creed, and the

Œ œœœ
Œ œœœ

 

- - -
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&
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bb

bb

bb

..

..

...œ œ .œ œ .œ œ œ .œ
world will be a bet ter place for

Œ œœœ
Œ œœœ




1..
all.

Œ œœœ œœœ œœœ
ww

2..
all.

...

.

.

-



& ### 42 œ .œ œ
Give us a


speech,

œ .œ œ
make it a


peach;

œ .œ œ
let it be

œ .œ œ
brief, bud dy,-

& ### œ .œ œ
don’t go ber


serk,

œ .œ œ
and be a


sport,

œ .œ œ
and cut it


short,-

& ### œ .œ œ
eight comes real

œ .œ œ
soon, and I

œ .œ œ
must get to


work.

Give Us a Speech
Richard Wagner

(1850)

Tune: “Bridal Chorus from Lohengrin”

& b 44 .œ Jœ œ œ
Make your speech es

œ œ 
nice and short,

œ œ 
nice and short,

œ œ 
nice and short,-

& b .œ Jœ œ œ
make your speech es

œ œ 
nice and short,

 
WE DON’T

œ .
LIKE THEM.-

Speeches
Tune: “London Bridge Is Falling Down”

25
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& 43 œ
There’s

œ œ œ
man y a

œ œ œ
club in our

œ 
na tion,

 œ
some

œ œ œ
north and some- -

& œ œ œ
south, east or

.
west,

 œ
but

œ œ œ
of all the

œ œ œ
clubs in cre

œ 
a tion,

 œ
there- -

& œ œ œ
is but the

œ œ œ
one I love

.
best.

 Œ .
Ring

.
out!

.
Sing

.
out!

& œ œ œ
Praise for our

œ œ œ
Club of the

 œ
Op ti

.
mists;

.
Ring

.
out!

.
Sing- -

&  œ
out! the

œ œ œ
praise due our

œ œ œ
good Op ti

.
mists.


- -

Praise to Our Club
Scottish Folk SongRoy L. Nicholson Tune: My Bonnie
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& ## 22 . œ#
When an

Moderato

œ œ œ jœ# .œ
Op ti mist meets you,

. œ#
you will

œn œ jœ# .œ
find he greets you- -

& ## n 
al ways

 
with a

wn
smile;

w . œ#
If with

œ œ jœ# .œ
care you’re wea ry,- -

& ## . œ
he will

œ œ jœ .œ
make you cheer y,

 
with that

# 
lit tle

w
smile.

w
- -

& ## . œ#
Doubt will

œ œ jœ# .œ
flee for ev er,

. œ#
if you

œn œ jœ# .œ
get to geth er

n 
for a- - - -

& ##  
lit tle

w
while;

w . œ
Like a

œ œ Jœ .œ
youth e lix er,

.n œ#
doubt and- - -

& ## œ œ œ# œ
trou ble fix er,

 
good old

œ œ 
Op ti mist’s

w
smile.

œ Œ 
- - - -

Good Old Optimist’s Smile
Tune: Leave Me With a Smile

(Accompaniment on 23)
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86

.>
Hail,

.>œœœ J
œœœ œœœ J

œœœ
œœ ‰ œœ ‰

f

.œ> œ jœ
hail, the

.œ> œ jœœœœ J
œœœ œœœ Jœœ

œœ ‰ œœ ‰

œ>
jœ œ>

jœ
Op ti mists are

œ> jœ œ> jœœœ Jœœ œœ Jœœ
œœ ‰ œœ ‰

.œ> œ ‰
here,

.œ
>

œ ‰œ Jœ œ
œœ ‰ œœ ‰

œ>
jœ œ jœ

ev ery one a

œ œ œ# œ>
jœœn œœ jœœ

œ œ œ# œ> Jœ œ Jœ

.œ> .œ
boost er,

..œœ> ..œœ

..œœ
> ..œœ

- - - - -

&

&
?

#

#

#

œ>
jœ œ jœ

win ning all we

œ œ œ# œ>
jœœn œœ jœœ

œ œ œ# œ> Jœ œ Jœ

.œ> .œ
choose ter!

..œœ> ..œœ

..œœ
> ..œœ

.>
Hail,

.>œœœ J
œœœ œœœ J

œœœ
œœ ‰ œœ ‰

.œ> œ jœ
hail, the

.œ> œ jœœœœ J
œœœ œœœ Jœœ

œœ ‰ œœ ‰

œ>
jœ œ>

jœ
Op ti mists are

œ> jœ œ> jœœœ Jœœ œœ Jœœ
œœ ‰ œœ ‰

.œ> œ ‰
here,

.œ
>

œ ‰œ Jœ œ
œœ ‰ œœ ‰

- - -

&

&
?

#

#

#

œ>
jœ œ jœ

It’s the fin est

œ œ œ# œ>
jœœn œœ jœœ

œ œ œ# œ> Jœ œ Jœ

.œ> .œ>
Club we

..œœ> ..œœ>

..œœ
> ..œœ>

.>
vow.

œœœ jœ œ œ œ
œœ Jœ œ œ œ

∑

jœ
‰ ‰ J

œœœœ
> ‰ ‰

jœ ‰ ‰ jœœ>
‰ ‰

-

Hail, Hail, the Optimists Are Here
Theodore Morse
Arthur Sullivan

(1917)

Tune: Hail, Hail, the Gang’s All Here
Roy L. Nicholson
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.œ jœ œ œ#.œ Jœ œ œn
Stop for ev er

..œœ J
œœ œœ œœ#n

œ
œœœ œœœ

Opt. duet

Melody

Valse lente

n œb œ
hunt ing

nb œœ

œ
œœ œœœ

œ œ 
trou bles,

œœ ..œœ Jœœ

œ
œœœ œœœ

. .

œœ œœ 

œ
œœœ œœœ

.œ jœ œ œ#.œ Jœ œ œ
give the “An cient

..œœ J
œœ œœ œœ#

œ
œœœ œœœ

 œ œ
Grouch” a

 œœ

œ œœœ œœœ

- - - - -

&

&
?

bb

bb
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. .
twist;

. .œ Jœ œ œ

œ
œœœ œœ

. .

.

œ œ œ

œ œ œœ œ œ
they come too

œœœ œœœ œœœ
.

. .
high,

.Œ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ
mer cy me! Oh

œœ œœ œœ œœ
œœ

œœœ œœ

. .
my!

.Œ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ

-
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&
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bb
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bb

œ œn œ#œn œ œ
They can not

œn œ œ œœ#
œ œn œ#

n œ œ
make us

 œŒ œœn œœ
 œ

b œ œ
quick or

 œ
Œ œœb œœ
n œ

. .
spry.

.œœ œœ œœœ
œ œ œ

 œn œ#
For tune’s

 œœ##Œ œœ
..

 œ œ
al ways

 œŒ œœ œœ
..

- - -

Hunting Troubles
John William Kellette
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32



&
?

b

b

44

44
.œ œ
Œ

F
œœ ..œœ œœ œœ

.œ œœ
œœ ..œœ œœ œœ

œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œ
œœ œœ œœ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œn
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ ‰ Jœ

œ œœ œœ Œ

&
?

b

b

œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ

œœ Œ œœ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ
J
œœ

œœ
œœœ œœœ Œ

œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

œ ..œœ œœ œœ
œœ ..œœ œœ œœ

&

&
?

b

b

b

.œ œ
O Co

.œ œ
Œ

œ .œ œ œ .œ œ
lum bia! the gem of the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
 

jœ .œ Œ œ
o cean, the

œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œ
œœ .

.œœ œœ œœ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
home of the brave and the

œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ# œœ œœœ

 œ ‰ jœ
free, the

 œœ Œ
 œœ Œ

- - -

&

&
?

b

b

b

œ œ œ œ œ œn
shrine of each pa triot’s de

œœ œœ œœ œœn œœ œœn

œœ œœ œœ œœ

Jœ .œ Œ œ
vo tion, a

œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœœ
œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œ

œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œn
world of fers hom age to

œn œ œœ œœ œœœ œœœnœœ œ
œ œ œ œ

 Œ œ
thee. Thy

œœ ..œœ œœ œœ
Œ

œ ..œœ œœ œœ
Œ

- - - - -

Columbia, The Gem of the Ocean
Thomas A’Becket, Sr.
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Henry Carey(?)Samuel Francis Smith
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My Homeland Tennessee
Roy Lamont Smith

(1925)
Nell Grayson Taylor
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Tennessee Wesleyan Fight Song
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œ œ œ œ
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Jingle Bells
James Lord Pierpont

(1857)
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The Optimist Creed

Promise Yourself—

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind.

To talk health, happiness and prosperity 
to every person you meet.

To make all your friends feel that there is 
something in them.

To look at the sunny side of everything 
and make your optimism come true.

To think only of the best, to work only for 
the best, and to expect only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic about the success 
of others as you are about your own.

To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press on to the greater achievements 
of the future.

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature 
you meet a smile.

To give so much time to the improvement 
of yourself that you have no time to 
criticize others.

To be too large for worry, too noble for an-
ger, too strong for fear, and too happy 
to permit the presence of trouble.


